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The opinions of Dato (un, heed of the United Malays® Netional Orgsnization,
on various topice in Southeast Asian politice, are as followss

1. ¥alaye - Siem Border: Dato Oun states the UMNO is aware of Halay-Siarsse
friction iu the southern Siemese provinces, btut he does not believe the

#alays thers are sufficiently intercsted or politically arcused to start

a separatist movement for inclusion within the Heleyen Unien. Shortly
after the establizhment of the UMNO, Datc Cnn woz visited by a "ropreseantativs”
of the Sismese Malays who pregentsed an unsigned petition reguesting UMNO
agsigbance to "deliiver the Malays in Sism from the terrible yoke of oppreaxion
of the BSiamese”., Dato Omn took no acticn In the matier for tw reasons:

®. 1If the plight of the Malaye hed remslly boen zo serioua, it would have
coizs o his abtention through mors than one source.

be He suspsoted the "representative” %o Lo en agent of the Siamese officlals
in the area who were trying to discover how much attention the TMNO wes pay-
dngto the ares snd what moves it was corntemplating regarding the Malsy
minority.

2. Indoneaie: Although Date Onn expressed & corbaein amount of confidence in
the progress of the Mutch-Indonesian disoussions in Batavia, he expecte
& deteripration of cohesion among the various Indonesian fscetlons. He stated
there ig alroady soms diesatisfecticn emong the Javenese concerning the fact that
mportmt cebinst posts were given to Sumatrans. Although he does not expect
an immediate aplit between Jave end Sumatre, he does snticipate a& numher of
serious interne) problems in the young republic,

3a Imigratiom Malaya mey be faced with e labor shortage in early 1947. It
ig fafo Cun's hope thet with the stendy withdrawel of Indien labor this can
. be roplaced by Indonsaians from the Minanglkabau Distriot im Bumatra, who are
closely akin in langusge, customs and race with the local ¥Malays. (N 25X1A6a
ocommants It is quite possible the Dritish may not be anxious to &llow &
large influx ¢f Bumatran Melaye into Mmlaye, ss thoy bave baen expused to
Indonesien propagande and government for over & Yyoar.)

4o  Maley Natitnallst PA¥LY: During their first snniversary emlebraticns, the MNP
claimed a party membership of 100.0009 whiich would represent s» 4‘poreass of

25X1A9a
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40,000 pince July 1946, Dato Onn explalinod this saying that one of the
Indinr: rowspapesrs in Singapore, in an artivle of the higtory of the MP,
eroditad the party with 100,000 menbors. Hather thun off'idinlly denying
the stutwyent, tiho MMHP decided it wme on opportune monent to boost their
momborahip by 40% - thug the figurs of 100,000 remaina unchul lenged.
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